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of the Bdmdya?ea should be placed some fifty years pra vious to this date. And Rama and his brothers and the monkey legions and also the war of LanM must be placed In the middle of the twelfth century JB. 0. And yet the date of the Eimaya^a appears to us uncertain. It must remain so till some fresh discoveries are made. Pandit Satyavrata Simas'rami attributes the composition of the MahabMrata to 2400 B. (X This is also the period in which he observes the great grammarian Panini must have flourished. * Prof. S. B, Dtkshita places the Mahabharata somewhere between 3000 and 1500 B. C. The latter century is held by European antiquarians as the time of the epic. Prof. S. B. Dikshita, like Dr. Bhandarkar, also holds that though the MaMbharata existed before Pa?dni and As'val&yana, it ia highly questionable whether our present text is the same as that which existed in their times. On the contrary, the probability is that the work has been added to from time to time ; and the text itself has undergone such corruption that no one can be positively certain that a particular word was not foisted into it in comparatively modern times. 2
It is mentioned above that the Yavana astronomer had introduced the zodiac and the science of judicial astrology in India somewhere between the fifth and the third century B. C.; and the Hindu astronomers seeing the utility of the science adopted it and subsequently assimilated it into their own. The earliest mention of the Yavanas is found in Pa?zini IV. 1? 49. Dr. Bhandarkar places Pawini in the beginning of the seventh century before the Christian era. 3 The second allusion is made by Pata?^jali in his Mahdbh&shya* In commenting on Pi-nini III. 2. 111., Fatanjali gives 3HU|<U*Hs ^n%*T^ in illustration of Katy&yana's rule of the Imperfect tense.4 The
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